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peace of contentment the armed peace, and the peace of 
constructive action. One is negative peace, the absence 
of fighting, which has no value in itself, except as it 
gives room for the positive work of life. 

The peace of contentment finds its ideal in intellect- 
ual and physical repose, the absence of discordant fac- 
tors, and the harmony of life. It is the peace of running 
brooks and flower-carpeted meadows, the "old peace of 
the velvet-sandaled feet" of the Japanese poet. Its 
symbol is the dove, and this variety of peace was greatly 
enjoyed by the lotus-eaters. 

The armed peace comes next, and this is a condition 
of balanced hate, the peace which comes from the cessa- 
tion of war. In its very nature this has more of war in 
it than of peace, for its atmosphere is fear and hate and 
its purpose is to get ready for destruction. By its results 
we may be sure of its purpose. 

Real peace is found alone in the performance of law, 
and the value of law is the opportunity it gives for con- 
structive progress. Peace is the reality in human his- 
tory, while war is the ruinous negation. Nothing posi- 
tive can be done while fighting is on. History is a 
blank, so far as constructive advance of humanity is 
concerned, from the declaration of war to the treaty of 
settlement, and in most cases still for long after. If 
history were written truly, each page of war would be 



cast in black, with fine white letters describing the scant 
deeds of heroism and magnanimity. 

Not for half a century after any great war can the 
pages of history be made white again, for, as Kant ob- 
serves, "war creates more rascals than it kills." Beyond 
the exaltation of self-surrender, loss, and suffering rises 
the sordid exhalations from the riches of war purveyors. 

Shall you then stand for "peace at any price" ? Why 
not? Don't be afraid of phrases. An epithet hurts 
nobody, and they are used as arguments mostly by those 
who have no other. 

Let us face the issue squarely, for, when the question 
really comes up, there is no peace to be had at any price. 
If peace can be had, real peace, at any price, it is folly 
and crime to talk of war. In the great war no peace 
was offered at any price to Servia, to Belgium, to Prance. 
Some sort of peace was offered at a price to Austria, Eus- 
sia, Germany, and Great Britain. Should these nations 
have taken it at the price? This question each must 
answer for himself. And, paying the price, would they 
have had peace, real peace, well worth the cost? "What 
could not Europe have afforded to pay to prevent the 
great catastrophe? What has war cost Europe, and 
when will it be able to repay ? If peace, real peace, with- 
out rebate, can be had at any price, it offers the most 
glorious of bargains! 



THE MENACE OF CONSCRIPTION 

By WILLIAM C. ALLEN 



United States Senate Bill No. 1695 (introduced by 
Senator Chamberlain of Oregon) provides: "That 
all able-bodied male inhabitants of the United States," 
etc., "between the ages of 12 and 23 years, inclusive," 
shall be liable to training with certain exemptions pre- 
scribed, among which "members of any well-recognized 
religious sect or organization" "whose creed forbids its 
members to participate in war in any form — whose re- 
ligious convictions are against war or participation 
therein," etc., are exempt; said exemption to only apply 
to the bearing or use of arms. No protection is afforded 
the thousands or millions of others or their parents who 
may be conscientiously opposed to drill. Even children 
who are supposed to be considered in the above clause 
are not protected because military suggestions in drill 
are practically fastened upon them. 

Sec. 2 of the bill provides that "all persons trained 
under the provisions of the act shall be known as fol- 
lows": "between the ages of 12 and 17 years, inclusive, 
as a citizen cadet corps; between the ages of 18 and 23 
years, inclusive, as a citizen army." Why not use the 
word "children" instead of "persons" ? 

When boys reach the age of 14 years their training 
"shall include military training with the rifle, including 
gallery practice." Why should we teach our children 
14 years of age the inhumane actions or suggestions 
connected with the killing of men? After these boys 
reach the age of 16 years their training is to have added 
to it "10 whole days in camp each year." If you take 
boys of that age and put them into camp life with the 
ideals and associations connected with learning the art 



of killing their fellow-men, you inevitably develop un- 
satisfactory moral conditions. 

Sec. 5 provides for the periods in which the citizen 
cadet corps (12 years and upwards) may be given drills, 
including night drills, thus "in half-day drills of not less 
than three hours or in night drills of not less than one 
hour and a half." The moral results of such an arrange- 
ment would be disastrous to many lads, particularly to 
the children of the poor who work and who would be 
compelled to drill at night. This has been proved in 
the antipodes, in spite of statements to the contrary. 

Sec. 11 provides that every "person" (child or boy) 
who "fails to register or who evades or fails to render 
the personal service required by this act shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor," etc., and shall "be liable to a 
fine of not to exceed $500, or confined for 20 days, or 
both." The proposed automatic, autocratic, and severe 
punishment of lads would be a national disgrace. The 
suggested act adds that any boy "so detained shall be 
subject to the regulations governing that institution or 
place" where he is to be confined. To thus punish chil- 
dren who may be opposed to drill and who may not 
belong to religious bodies which are presumedly exempted 
by the proposed legislation seems the height of absurd- 
ity and barbarism. 

Sec. 14 provides that any "person" liable to training 
under the proposed act "who fails without lawful excuse 
to attend a compulsory drill or instruction," etc., "shall 
be liable to a penalty not exceeding $25," and that this 
sum "may he recovered summarily on the information 
or complaint of a prescribed officer," or the court may 
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"commit the offender" not exceeding 20 days. Such 
legislation would virtually place our Eepublic under con- 
tinuous martial law in times of peace and the victims 
would be our children. 

The detailed harshness contained in the act is almost 
unbelievable. Thus the regulations connected with 
"detention" or jailing provide that if a child escapes he 
"may be arrested without warrant" and taken back and 
"detained for such additional period not exceeding 20 
days as the court may deem fit to order." Some of us 
have thought that we lived in a free country and hoped 
to see our freedom perpetuated on behalf of our children 
and humanity. The above would indicate that our ideals 
are rapidly deteriorating. 

Sec. 23 provides for an enormous staff of military 
officials of different grades. Why should the military of 
our land so belittle the intelligence of the American 
people by thus seeking to fasten their trade on our citi- 
zenship ? 

The portions of the bill conferring authority on the 
President in times of peace to make appointments and 
grant commissions to officers in connection with the pro- 
posed organization give him a sweeping military power 
such as hardly any potentate is permitted to wield in 
any civilized country. Among other things he is author- 
ized to appoint commissioned officers to the grade of 
second lieutenant of the citizen army and navy "from 
graduates of institutions having military or naval train- 
ing." There will be such an enormous demand for 
officers of the suggested tremendous military organiza- 
tion that the tendency will be to encourage the growth 
of military academies or institutions all over the coun- 
try. It needs no prophet to discern that the whole 
operation of the bill would in less than a single genera- 
tion tempt our young men and boys from gainful pur- 
suits into illusive and expensive militarism. 

Sec. 36 provides that "the arms, ammunition, equip- 
ment, and other military and naval supplies necessary 
for the training provided for by this act shall be issued 
in such quantities as may be prescribed by the Secre- 
tary of War or the Secretary of the Navy," etc. He r e 
we see where our armament and munition friends expect 
to secure their reward in connection with arming several 
millions of boys. Their larger profits will undoubtedly 
come later. 

Sec. 39 provides for the control of the War Depart- 
ment over our boys, and relates to the personnel of the 
officials who shall have charge; also "that the conti- 
nental limits of the United States shall be divided into 
50 inspection districts, and there shall be an officer of 
the army," etc., "appointed as inspector of said inspec- 
tion district," and that there shall be detailed from the 
regular army district commandants in connection there- 
with. What are our legislators thinking about in pre- 
paring to thus place the whole country under a military 
regime ? 

Conscription, which this bill practically calls for, is 
bad enough for adults, but infinitely worse for our 
children. 

While the drastic nature of this bill should be enough 
to kill it, the mere suggestion or discussion of such legis- 
lation in our national Senate is pernicious and carries 
with it a dangerous disregard of the civil and religious 
liberty which has been granted by the Constitution of 



the United States. The sin of teaching children what 
has been called for them, "the art of assassination," need 
hardly be commented upon. 

Our militarists are becoming very bold. It is difficult 
to determine the secret springs from whence this bill 
has originated. I have referred to but a few of its evils. 
It should be immediately protested against. 



SMOKE 

By SAMUEL BERNARD 

Pa, ma, and my sister Louise were discussing at supper 
the recent happenings of the war. 

"i tell you," continued pa, "Germany wants us to get 
into the fray, because then we'd need for ourselves all the 
ammunition we make and would stop exporting it to 
England or Eussia. Our navy and army is a joke in 
comparison with the huge army and navy of Germany." 

"But does not Germany consider our possibilities?" 
asked sister Louise. "Would we not in casting our lot 
with the allies make certain the defeat of Germany?" 

"Well," pa replied, "a girl of your age shouldn't 
bother your head about the possible solution of these 
world problems. They are properly handled by men of 
wide information and experience in national and inter- 
national affairs, men who possess great wisdom " 

"They are properly handled by men who possess great 
wisdom?" mother interrupted. "One would suppose 
that men possessed of great wisdom would know of a 
less devilish way of settling an argument than by setting 
one band of innocent men to murder with the most 
deadly weapons they can conceive another band of equally 
innocent men. What do they settle when they drench 
the fields with the blood of the dear boys of the nation ? 
These wise men don't want us mothers to have a voice 
in the government, for well they know we wouldn't put 
up with having our sons sent as cattle to the slaughter 
pen. You talk about your wise men! Could women 
have done worse ?" 

There was silence. 

Supper over, I took my pipe from the mantelpiece, 
filled it with tobacco, lit it and sat down, puffing liberally. 
. . . There she stood. . . . What a wonderful 
creature of a great Creator ! . . . How gracious and 
fascinating ! . . . What great passionate attraction, 
. . . a being of absolute perfection. . . . Yet — 
she looks dejected. She is crying as if she were as help- 
less as a child. Her golden hair is disheveled. Her 
clothes are torn to shreds. She is shedding bitter tears, 
which mix with the blood running so freely from her 
bruised body. 

I wanted to get near her, but I couldn't move. 

"Who are you?" I murmured in amazement. 

"So you, you also have forgotten me." . . . 

"Pray tell me who — . . . Ah ! Goddess of Lib- 
erty!" 

" 'Goddess of Liberty !' " she repeated in a voice of 
extreme sadness. "A Goddess once was I to many. For 
liberty they cheerfully endured great hardships. Nay, 
for me, for liberty, they said they would gladly give 
their very lives. Then they were leaders in world 
progress. Then they worked for the betterment and 
happiness of themselves and their brothers in all lands. 
Now you see them determined to kill, to slaughter their 



